THE JOY OF GIVING
JOHN 3:16

The better choice

35 In

everything I did, I showed you that by
this kind of hard work we must help the
weak, remembering the words the Lord
Jesus himself said: ‘It is more blessed to
give than to receive.’ ”
Acts 20:35

Secret Santa

The greatest gift
16 “For

God so loved the world that
he gave his one and only Son, that
whoever believes in him shall not
perish but have eternal life. 17 For
God did not send his Son into the
world to condemn the world, but to
save the world through him.
John 3:16–17

When did God commit to
Give?
17 Since

you call on a Father who judges each
man’s work impartially, live your lives as
strangers here in reverent fear. 18 For you know
that it was not with perishable things such as
silver or gold that you were redeemed from the
empty way of life handed down to you from your
forefathers, 19 but with the precious blood of
Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect. 20 He
was chosen before the creation of the world,

but was revealed in these last times
for your sake. 21 Through him you
believe in God, who raised him from
the dead and glorified him, and so
your faith and hope are in God.
1 Peter 1:17–21

How was the decision
made?
5 Your attitude should be the same as that of
Christ Jesus:
6 Who, being in very nature God,
did not consider equality with God something
to be grasped,
7 but made himself nothing,
taking the very nature of a servant,
being made in human likeness.
Philippians 2

How great was God’s joy
when He sent the Son?
8 And

there were shepherds living out in the fields
nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. 9 An
angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But
the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you
good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11
Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to
you; he is Christ the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you:
You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a
manger.”

13 Suddenly

a great company of the heavenly
host appeared with the angel, praising God and
saying,
14

“Glory to God in the highest,

and on earth peace to men on whom his favor
rests.”
15 When

the angels had left them and gone into
heaven, the shepherds said to one another,

“Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that
has happened, which the Lord has told us
about.”
16 So

they hurried off and found Mary and
Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the
manger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread
the word concerning what had been told them
about this child . . .
Luke 2

So What?
 Christmas
 It

is all about giving

is better to give than to receive

 We

need to be sure that our focus
remains on the greatest gift even
as we anticipate the other gifts
that we will give or receive in this
season.

