Up From Slavery
A man / A people /A plan
FACING FREEDOM:
KNOWING GOD
EXODUS 32:29 – 33:12

Growth in Knowledge
1. A cultural knowledge about God
2. A fear of God
3. Obedience to God’s call
4. Intimacy with God

Exodus 32
Intercession Renewed
30 The

next day Moses said to the people, “You have
committed a great sin. But now I will go up to the LORD;
perhaps I can make atonement for your sin.”
31 So

Moses went back to the LORD and said, “Oh, what a great
sin these people have committed! They have made themselves
gods of gold. 32 But now, please forgive their sin—but if not,
then blot me out of the book you have written.”
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Unexpected Consequences
33 The

LORD replied to Moses, “Whoever has sinned against
me I will blot out of my book. 34 Now go, lead the people to the
place I spoke of, and my angel will go before you. However,
when the time comes for me to punish, I will punish them for
their sin.”
35 And

the LORD struck the people with a plague because of
what they did with the calf Aaron had made.
A Profound Promise & An Unsettling Reality
33 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Leave this place, you and
the people you brought up out of Egypt, and go up to the land I
promised on oath to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, saying, ‘I will
give it to your descendants.’ 2 I will send an angel before you

and drive out the Canaanites, Amorites, Hittites, Perizzites,
Hivites and Jebusites. 3 Go up to the land flowing with milk and
honey. But I will not go with you, because you are a stiffnecked people and I might destroy you on the way.”
Too Little To Late
4 When

the people heard these distressing words, they began
to mourn and no one put on any ornaments. 5 For the LORD
had said to Moses, “Tell the Israelites, ‘You are a stiff-necked
people. If I were to go with you even for a moment, I might
destroy you. Now take off your ornaments and I will decide
what to do with you.’ ” 6 So the Israelites stripped off their
ornaments at Mount Horeb.
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The Tent of Meeting A Picture of intimacy
7 Now

Moses used to take a tent and pitch it outside the camp
some distance away, calling it the “tent of meeting.” Anyone
inquiring of the LORD would go to the tent of meeting outside
the camp. 8 And whenever Moses went out to the tent, all the
people rose and stood at the entrances to their tents, watching
Moses until he entered the tent. 9 As Moses went into the tent,
the pillar of cloud would come down and stay at the entrance,
while the LORD spoke with Moses. 10 Whenever the people saw
the pillar of cloud standing at the entrance to the tent, they all
stood and worshiped, each at the entrance to his tent. 11 The
LORD would speak to Moses face to face, as a man speaks
with his friend. Then Moses would return to the camp, but his
young aide Joshua son of Nun did not leave the tent.
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Friendship

Exodus 34:29–35
29 When

Moses came down from Mount Sinai with the two
tablets of the Testimony in his hands, he was not aware that
his face was radiant because he had spoken with the LORD. 30
When Aaron and all the Israelites saw Moses, his face was
radiant, and they were afraid to come near him. 31 But Moses
called to them; so Aaron and all the leaders of the community
came back to him, and he spoke to them. 32 Afterward all the
Israelites came near him, and he gave them all the commands
the LORD had given him on Mount Sinai.

33 When

Moses finished speaking to them, he put a veil over
his face. 34 But whenever he entered the LORD’s presence to
speak with him, he removed the veil until he came out. And
when he came out and told the Israelites what he had been
commanded, 35 they saw that his face was radiant. Then
Moses would put the veil back over his face until he went in to
speak with the LORD.
2 Corinthians 3:13
13 We

are not like Moses, who would put a veil over his face to
keep the Israelites from gazing at it while the radiance was
fading away.

To Go. . .
• What are you hungry for?
• When has God made his presence most keenly
known to you?

• What will be required if you are to know God more
intimately?

