Up From Slavery
A man / A people /A plan
Heart Trouble
Exodus 4:18-31

Background
18 Then

Moses went back to Jethro his father-in-law
and said to him, “Let me go back to my own people
in Egypt to see if any of them are still alive.”
Jethro said, “Go, and I wish you well.”

the LORD had said to Moses in Midian, “Go
back to Egypt, for all the men who wanted to kill you
are dead.” 20 So Moses took his wife and sons, put
them on a donkey and started back to Egypt. And
he took the staff of God in his hand.
19 Now

Background
9 Then

God said to Abraham, “As for you, you must keep my
covenant, you and your descendants after you for the generations to
come. 10 This is my covenant with you and your descendants after
you, the covenant you are to keep: Every male among you shall be
circumcised. 11 You are to undergo circumcision, and it will be the
sign of the covenant between me and you. 12 For the generations to
come every male among you who is eight days old must be
circumcised, including those born in your household or bought with
money from a foreigner—those who are not your offspring. 13
Whether born in your household or bought with your money, they
must be circumcised. My covenant in your flesh is to be an
everlasting covenant. 14 Any uncircumcised male, who has not been
circumcised in the flesh, will be cut off from his people; he has
broken my covenant.
Genesis 17:9–14

Background
• A glimpse into Moses’ family life
2 After

Moses had sent away his wife Zipporah, his father-in-law Jethro
received her 3 and her two sons. One son was named Gershom, for Moses
said, “I have become an alien in a foreign land”; 4 and the other was named
Eliezer, for he said, “My father’s God was my helper; he saved me from the
sword of Pharaoh.”
5 Jethro,

Moses’ father-in-law, together with Moses’ sons and wife, came to
him in the desert, where he was camped near the mountain of God. 6 Jethro
had sent word to him, “I, your father-in-law Jethro, am coming to you with
your wife and her two sons.”
Exodus 18:2–6

24 At

a lodging place on the way, the LORD
met Moses and was about to kill him. 25 But
Zipporah took a flint knife, cut off her son’s
foreskin and touched Moses’ feet with it.
“Surely you are a bridegroom of blood to
me,” she said. 26 So the LORD let him alone.
(At that time she said “bridegroom of blood,”
referring to circumcision.)

Three common hindrances to obedience
1. Time
• Textual perspective
• Insensitivity tends to be progressive
• The need to be aware of the grand deception

Three common hindrances to obedience
2. Public Opinion
• What separated Gershom & Eliezer
• What kept Moses from continued obedience
• We are all influenced by others
• The opinions of our friends
• The opinions of our families
• We just want to fit in . . .

Three common hindrances to obedience
3. An Improper View of God
• A safe implication
• Present manifestations
John 14:
15 “If

you love me, you will obey what I command.

24 He

who does not love me will not obey my teaching. These words
you hear are not my own; they belong to the Father who sent me.

A Pattern for Obedience

LORD said to Aaron, “Go into the desert to
meet Moses.” So he met Moses at the mountain of
God and kissed him. 28 Then Moses told Aaron
everything the LORD had sent him to say, and also
about all the miraculous signs he had commanded
him to perform.
27 The

29 Moses

and Aaron brought together all the elders
of the Israelites, 30 and Aaron told them everything
the LORD had said to Moses. He also performed the
signs before the people, 31 and they believed. And
when they heard that the LORD was concerned
about them and had seen their misery, they bowed
down and worshiped.

A Pattern for Obedience
1. Receive the word of the Lord
2. Believe the word of the Lord
3. Act on the word of the Lord

To Go. . .
• What is the condition of your heart today?
• Do you like what God sees?
• What will you do about the condition of your
heart?

