Up From Slavery
A man / A people /A plan
Life in the Real World
Exodus 5

Background
29 Moses

and Aaron brought together all the elders of
the Israelites, 30 and Aaron told them everything the
LORD had said to Moses. He also performed the signs
before the people, 31 and they believed. And when
they heard that the LORD was concerned about them
and had seen their misery, they bowed down and
worshiped.
Exodus 4 29-31
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Petition
1 Afterward

Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh and
said, “This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says:
‘Let my people go, so that they may hold a festival to
me in the desert.’ ”

1. A people
2. A purpose
3. A place

Resistance
2 Pharaoh

said, “Who is the LORD, that I should obey
him and let Israel go? I do not know the LORD and I
will not let Israel go.”

Reiteration
3 Then

they said, “The God of the Hebrews has met with
us. Now let us take a three-day journey into the desert to
offer sacrifices to the LORD our God, or he may strike us
with plagues or with the sword.”

1.
2.
3.
4.

A people
A purpose
A place
A perspective

Rejection
4 But

the king of Egypt said, “Moses and Aaron, why
are you taking the people away from their labor? Get
back to your work!” 5 Then Pharaoh said, “Look, the
people of the land are now numerous, and you are
stopping them from working.”

Intensification
That same day Pharaoh gave this order to the slave
drivers and foremen in charge of the people: 7 “You
are no longer to supply the people with straw for
making bricks; let them go and gather their own straw.
8 But require them to make the same number of bricks
as before; don’t reduce the quota. They are lazy; that
is why they are crying out, ‘Let us go and sacrifice to
our God.’ 9 Make the work harder for the men so that
they keep working and pay no attention to lies.”
6

10 Then

the slave drivers and the foremen went out
and said to the people, “This is what Pharaoh says: ‘I
will not give you any more straw. 11 Go and get your
own straw wherever you can find it, but your work will
not be reduced at all.’ ” 12 So the people scattered all
over Egypt to gather stubble to use for straw. 13 The
slave drivers kept pressing them, saying, “Complete
the work required of you for each day, just as when
you had straw.” 14 The Israelite foremen appointed by
Pharaoh’s slave drivers were beaten and were asked,
“Why didn’t you meet your quota of bricks yesterday
or today, as before?”

Appeal
15 Then

the Israelite foremen went and appealed to
Pharaoh: “Why have you treated your servants this
way? 16 Your servants are given no straw, yet we are
told, ‘Make bricks!’ Your servants are being beaten,
but the fault is with your own people.”

R-e-j-e-c-t-e-d Again
17 Pharaoh

said, “Lazy, that’s what you are—lazy! That
is why you keep saying, ‘Let us go and sacrifice to the
LORD.’ 18 Now get to work. You will not be given any
straw, yet you must produce your full quota of bricks.”

Blame
19 The

Israelite foremen realized they were in trouble
when they were told, “You are not to reduce the
number of bricks required of you for each day.” 20
When they left Pharaoh, they found Moses and Aaron
waiting to meet them, 21 and they said, “May the LORD
look upon you and judge you! You have made us a
stench to Pharaoh and his officials and have put a
sword in their hand to kill us.”

Confusion
22 Moses

returned to the LORD and said, “O Lord, why
have you brought trouble upon this people? Is this
why you sent me? 23 Ever since I went to Pharaoh to
speak in your name, he has brought trouble upon this
people, and you have not rescued your people at all.”

Parallels
1. We have God’s promises.
2. We encounter opposition and we deal with
secondary agents as a primary response.

3. We look for someone, outside ourselves, to
blame.

4. We overlook the fact that there are spiritual
forces that are arrayed against us and that God
alone can adequately deal with them and gain
our freedom.

Ephesians 6:10-13
10 Finally,

be strong in the Lord and in his mighty
power. 11 Put on the full armor of God so that you can
take your stand against the devil’s schemes. 12 For our
struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the
rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of
this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil
in the heavenly realms. 13 Therefore put on the full
armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you
may be able to stand your ground, and after you have
done everything, to stand.

To Go. . .
• Is obedience difficult for you? If so why?
• Why do we look for finite causes before
consider spiritual causes?
• What does our response say about our
worldview?
• Next Week: Exodus 6

