ROMANS:
A FIRM FOUNDATION
Matters of Life & Death
Romans 5:12-21

ROMANS 5
12 Therefore,

just as sin entered the world through one man, and
death through sin, and in this way death came to all men,
because all sinned— 13 for before the law was given, sin was in
the world. But sin is not taken into account when there is no law.
14 Nevertheless, death reigned from the time of Adam to the
time of Moses, even over those who did not sin by breaking a
command, as did Adam, who was a pattern of the one to come.

15 But

the gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died by the
trespass of the one man, how much more did God’s grace and
the gift that came by the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ,
overflow to the many! 16 Again, the gift of God is not like the
result of the one man’s sin: The judgment followed one sin and
brought condemnation, but the gift followed many trespasses
and brought justification. 17 For if, by the trespass of the one
man, death reigned through that one man, how much more will
the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man,
Jesus Christ.

18 Consequently,

just as the result of one trespass was
condemnation for all men, so also the result of one act of
righteousness was justification that brings life for all men. 19 For
just as through the disobedience of the one man the many were
made sinners, so also through the obedience of the one man
the many will be made righteous.

20 The

law was added so that the trespass might increase. But
where sin increased, grace increased all the more, 21 so that,
just as sin reigned in death, so also grace might reign through
righteousness to bring eternal life through Jesus Christ our
Lord.

COLLAPSED VIEW
12 Therefore,

just as sin entered the world through one man, and
death through sin, and in this way death came to all men,
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COLLAPSED VIEW
12 Therefore,

just as sin entered the world through one man, and
death through sin, and in this way death came to all men,
because all sinned— 20 The law was added so that the trespass
might increase. But where sin increased, grace increased all the
more, 21 so that, just as sin reigned in death, so also grace
might reign through righteousness to bring eternal life through
Jesus Christ our Lord.

THE PROBLEM: DEATH
12 Therefore,

just as sin entered the world through one man, and
death through sin, and in this way death came to all men,
because all sinned— 13 for before the law was given, sin was in
the world. But sin is not taken into account when there is no law.
14 Nevertheless, death reigned from the time of Adam to the
time of Moses, even over those who did not sin by breaking a
command, as did Adam, who was a pattern of the one to come.

THE GIFT: LIFE
15 But

the gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died by the
trespass of the one man, how much more did God’s grace and
the gift that came by the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ,
overflow to the many! 16 Again, the gift of God is not like the
result of the one man’s sin: The judgment followed one sin and
brought condemnation, but the gift followed many trespasses
and brought justification. 17 For if, by the trespass of the one
man, death reigned through that one man, how much more will

Those who receive God’s abundant provision of grace and of
the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man,
Jesus Christ.

LIVING WITH THE CONSEQUENCES
18 Consequently,

just as the result of one trespass was
condemnation for all men, so also the result of one act of
righteousness was justification that brings life for all men. 19 For
just as through the disobedience of the one man the many were
made sinners, so also through the obedience of the one man
the many will be made righteous.

THE GOOD NEWS
20 The

law was added so that the trespass might increase. But
where sin increased, grace increased all the more, 21 so that,
just as sin reigned in death, so also grace might reign through
righteousness to bring eternal life through Jesus Christ our
Lord.

WHY NOW?
1. The problem is real – don’t get over it to quickly.
2. The remedy is costly – don’t take it for granted.
3. The context is necessary to understand the
privilege of living the life that we are set free to
live.

TO GO
• What do you think about one person representing
so many people? Is it fair? Is it democratic? Does it
need to be?
• What does modern man believe?
• What would happen if Jesus could not represent all
those who believed in Him?
• Homework: Romans 6:1-14 x3

